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' 8a?ety and equal Government, aro thing*, 

Which subject* make, ns happy as their kings.” 

-Waller. 



TO THE FREE AND INDEPENDENT ELECTORS OF THE COUNT* 

: OF GLENGARRY. 

'i'.lV C." 

:•! fet;-' 

Lord ManaScld, In an important debate in the House of Lords, in Eng- 
the year 1770, need the so memorable words: “True liberty, in my opinion, 
'CftBtu&ttty exist where justice is equally administered to all, totho king and to tlio 
wsgjSSii” and it is much to be regrotted, that in the noon-tide of the nineteenth 
with the experience, knowledge and opportunities we have had, as well as the 
jtars have teamed from history, that the principles and maxims embodied in the 
. are bot mors closely observed and practiced in Canada, 
ted to tbe above conclusion by the attempt that iB being made to drag into 
perhaps soon to be held, a subject much to be deplored by every true 
1 mean tbe execution of Louis Riel, subverting and destroying as it dobs, 
^political issues and lines of the two parties, which affect tho welfare and 
cf the Country, and substituting therefor one of religious and national anti* 
h its eonseqnent strifes, struggles, bitterness and bad feeling, just to serve fob 
m a means by which the party led by the Honorable Edward Blake may be 
' pSttWtfln power. 

■'■‘sffifctt is (^extract from a speech which the Hon. Mr. Laurier delivered at the 
pjgjj^feoa Champ de Mars, as reported in La Patrie of the 26th November, 1836,: 

"Henceforth there will be neither Liberals nor Conservatives; only the great na- 
fe&&$BWty composed of the old Liberals and the old Conservatives.” 

:# ftapdiK let me give an extract from a paper called LaPirtm of the 16th November, 
li^lj$^g$fch is as follows: 

' v - ’"feom this day we can consider all the old political division of party as having ceas- 
dstin Lower Canada. When nationality Is outraged and menaced, there can no 
Liberals or Conservatives, there can be but the .party of patriots. Henceforth, 
two parties, the national party and the hanging party.” 

- of duty which, I feel I owe to the people of my native county, and an 

«&^§gg$^$esiie that the grossly distorted facts and wicked misrepresentations, in con* 
-4&tf£M*rith the recent insurrection in the North West, impels me to briefly rbcapitu- 
events in the incipiency of the trouble in order that the electors of 
■ 0*0m y may hfcveia fair idea of Riel’s responsibility and, the freedom .from, all real 
which the ’Gbvemment must be held by .right thinking and honest men. 
gay at the outset that as one holding Her Majesty's commission: in the 
‘ jrlS Canada, I cannot be feirly accused of having addressed f pufot any. personal 
h ’^WvMWEmeat,‘l'.hbve.“no axs togrind.” But while 1 chum this, I'feel it 
iifewan my nspcmmbihtfes to yon and to my country, bnt on the contrary, 
piboi* inefimbenton mo, at a time when men’s bitterest pflisionB are aroused, 
^ dtm^ibtdi emiaeqnsncos to our Constitution, that I should at least venture to 
ip^te of Glengftnry. aaloverB of their country, to crush ont auch insidious 
lAttempita to gain at temponuy advantage at the expense oflaw, order 
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nod goad 'Government -".trampling. under foot the idea that a Government is to bo 
punished because it trill not violate that essential principle to true liberty, that justice 
should "beequally administered to all,'’ 

To any ordinary observer, it became apparent from the day on which Louis Biel 
Was 1 taken prisoner near Batoche, till the day on which ho was executed at Begins, that 
'leading men of thq Blake-Laurier party, and their organs, wore prepared to make use 
of -this question against Sir John Macdonald and his Government, whether this poor 
unfortunate man was found guilty or not, and if found guilty, whether his punishment 
would be that of imprisonment or death. The Clubs said nB much during the trial, that 
the whole proceedings would bo only a Bham, and that Sir John would go through the 
farce of trying Biel in order to please Ontario, but in the end that he would yield to 
‘Quebec influences and rob justice of its right.. In its issue of July 24th, 1885, that paper 
Said: 

"The trial programme points in the one direction; hurry through the case- 
Bemember that every moment the court is open there is danger that something may. 
be blurted out that will damage the Government Let the Judge somewhat brusquely 
cei aside &B objections, though every one of these may hold large material for an 
appeal. Let whit many think aro reasonable facilities for securing evidence forithe 
defence l>o refused, apd everything be proceeded with aft if oonviction were 4 foregone 
conclusion. Then what follows?. A good case is made opt on which Biel's friendsaajd 
compatriots can say that the criminal has hot had a fair trial. -The Imperial Govern¬ 
ment can be worked upon to bring its influence to bear with Sir Jonn Macdonald. 
Lead Salisbury will never date to face the country without having first tried all he can 
to avoid tbe.sheNjdiiig, in British Territory of a surrendered rebel’s blood. Thera will 1 
b« sent to Sir John Macdonald a communication, to the effect that, inasmuch as a large: 
number of Her Majesty’s subjects are of opinion that Kiel's trial was unfairly conducted, 
therefore, it ia Her- Majesty's earnest wish that the criminal’s life shoiild be spared. 
Sir John will shelter himself behind Her Majesty, will reprieve Biel, will ' wish to God 1 
be could cathh him ;' will point to the Olobe in order to prove that ho tried very hard 
to-convict Biel, and every Tory politician in the land will be satisfied." ,. 

As soon as Biel was convicted, the same paper, with many othdKsof the leading 
organs of that party, were clamoring for his blood. Here are a lew extracts from the 
'QUAe prior to the execution:, . 

“ ISTothing short of hanging for Biel will satisfy the people of this Province. If 
he does not .get that .it ,.will be because the pistol has keen,put.to Sir. John’s ear by 
French Canadian influence,and this shoulabe a just and sufficient cause for Ontario 
to call a halt and demand a reconstruction of the federal ship or a disunion.' A French 
ascendancy is outof the question and not to be endured or tolerated.^ ' 

At another time the Gfofe said : J 

“ The Engliflh-epeaking .people will not much longer submit to preach.dictation, 

If Confederation is to be hudnuined intact, the laws must be impartially administered 
irrespective of nationality, oolor or religion-; neither must one Provftrte be allowed to 
bleed another, as is too case at present. Biol not only shed blood himsetf; butcaosed 
blood to be shed without, having the slightest cause to. do so,. And not-to hang such « 
villain is unpardonable. The demand made in Ontario is not p, cry for vengeance, but 
a demand simply to let -the law take its couree on a notorious inalefactdr.” , 

Yon- wiB hboeWti this.quotation ‘says, "caused blood to be shed Without haying 
the slightest cause to do bo.' 1 

lb October, 1885, itsirid V ,'i .. 

-"UtiaGhbe fanci so Wholly. Ignorant of latter-day Toryism as nbt' to know that 
whttfev&la&sino With Kiel nut one of those votefs which Sir John Macdonald calls his 
own-will be lost fabim. Had Biel’s plans , for riatog tha Indians, auoeeeded ; had bus 
aeoondrebellion delngedtbe North-Weat with bfooa aaat one .timo seismed possible) 
had there been Z.OOO msteadof 2C0 victsin8 slauebterud;,bad the. wbola epuntrybeep, 
laid wb khow’etmbgh of the . uflprinapled gang which supports. Sir Jojpi ( 

Macdsbald to bndw that he Would not have lost i Vote fn Parliamenti" , 

. But jilSt ns.Soca esthe lawwas UlMwfed'to-iake'iti) course.we flnd tlie same 
paper chasing its tone; if saw a chance of power in the distance; while other papers 
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i the party were aa loudly holding up the execution -a* unjust; nurderq.ua 
4ter than State lynching. I will give an extract again from the Globe .• 
efhae sympathy to our fellow-countrymen in Quebec, to hold that because they 
iniah the Government Wo will maintain it, would be almost an Incredible 
f narrow-minded rdee prejudice and bigotry." 

confine myself to tho Globe here ns it is my intention later on to show the’ 
I 1 this journal arid other organs of the party before and after the, execution,, 
.... „,_J» rebellion took placn in a small sootion of the North-WeBt, in the Saakatcb- 
e U il &iSr kSct, on tho South branch of the rivor which bears that name, beatihg in ex- 
teni*®ftgt‘a 8 much in proportion to tho North West as the County of Glengarry does to¬ 
es of Ontario and Quebec. It contained two-hundred and fifty-eight settlers 5 
1 wero many half-breeds, orMetia as they are sometimes called, who hod 
the Province of Manitoba, and who had been acquainted with Louis 
Jhe left there after the rebellion of 1800-70, for the United States, where ho hod 
1 ever since resided, and had taken the oath of allegiance to that Country. 
_ |fae 258 settlers were also some white people. The Manitoba half-breeds had 
refejW^tjhoir lands from the Government while in that Province, but sold them and 
part of the North-West, expecting that tlioy would not be known and 
to%£'®WJ would toceive a grant of land there also. Some of the white people who 
wwMp^lators and land grabbers in that section were like vultures on their tracks, 

: they received these lands that they would sell them as they didin Manitoba 
j trifle. These whites were goading them on and making them believe tjiey 
|rly and unjustly dealt with. Meetings were held by these people and secret 
ns instituted, and as Mr. Clarke, Q.C., Council for one of the white men who 
ftiel, said at his trial in addressing the jury “Seeing that they had no leader 
gntry, in an unfortunate hour had tho tempter come to them in tho shape of 
> men who had been primed for that purpose, by that man now cast for 
Biel," they determined to send to Montana for him. A deputation was 
l and after little or ho solicitation they returned with their man in July, 1884- 
1 extract from the answer he gave to the deputation, it does flot Bhow he 
iuch pleading, on the contrary, he was endeavoring to make some excuse for 
ness to come into our country : 


1 be frank is the shortest I doubt whether mv advice given to you on this soil 
I affairs on Canadian territory could cross the borders and retain any infltj- 
_ J here is another view. The Canadian Government owe me two hundred and 
is'of land according to the thirty-first clause of the Manitoba treaty. They 
f||igl 8 o, five lots. Valuable on account of hay, timber and river frontage. These 
mine according.to the different paragraphs of the same thirty-first clause of 
tWjBfeer^-mentioned Manitoba treaty. It is the Canadian Government which: have 
me, directly or indirectly, oC those properties. Besides if they only pay atten- 
P a minute, they will easily find out that they owe me something else. Those 





against them, are such as to hold good, notwithstanding the fact that I have 
American citizen. Considering then your interest ana mine, £ accept your 
invitation.” 

’ after Kiel's arrival in the Country, he set himself up aa a man acting under 

DitrimiShidance. Charles Nolin, a prominent half-breed and aa intimate friend of hia, 
Afc&Alftr Beverend Vital Fourmond in a scut, the Queen- v.s. Arcand.eb ah, fiial'a 
foawww* swore as follows: 

Charles-Nolin, of the Parish of St Iiaurent, district of Saskatchewan, la the 
est Territoxies, being duly sworn, doth depose and sey: . ■>.; 

knew Louis Kiel,-the, leader and promoter of the rebellion. .lie. is, a man w.hq 
i most wonderful influence over the uneducated, credulous and ignpraatf half- 
ipulction, so much so, that lie did successfully lead them asfrajr, Against the 
ances and advice of their priests, who have always been looked up to by them 
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as th<;ir true fricmlH, protectors and guides, in nil tlioir concerns from the cradle to the 
grave. 

“ Riol resorted to tlio most unusuul means to socuro an overpowering influence 
ovor the minds of the lialf-breed peoplo. For instance, to oxcito a fooling of awe fli their 
minds, and no doubt <wlth a view to making thorn believe that ho was acting'under 
Divine instructions, early in the beginning of wintor lie ordered all persono who had 
nccasionio butcher or kill cattle, to savo tiro blood for him, and from tho first fifty of 
Jonuary he fed exclusively on blood instead of flesh moat, tho blood being cooked in 
milk. This conduct made a deep impression on hi a superstitious dupcB, and when com- 
blned With his continualjsraying and his daily revelation of tho visions lie had tho pre¬ 
ceding night, and the visit of saints and the repented conversations ho had With tho 
TWy. Ghost, the poor half-breeds were convinced in their souls that Kiel wo* God’s 
envoy and that it wouid be a mortal sin to refuse to obey and follow him as tho chief 
appointed bv God to lead them. 

“T, Vital Thurmond, of St Laurent, Director of Catholic Missions, being duly sworn, 
doth depose aud say : 

u Th»t lam perfectly aware of tho uprising of the half-broods and of the Cannes 
which led thereto, and I am compelled to declare that tlio i>oor half-breeds were coaxed 
and forced into that disastrous rising through tho orders und iiwuno instigation of Louis 
Riel. 

“ From what I personally witnessed and heard, from, before, during 'red after the 
establishment of Riel’s so-called Provisional Government, whether at et. Lsn.vat or at 
Batoche, tho ©vidonco of this my deposition is so certain and manifest tha- i". doesn't- 
admit of any doubt 

" Louis ‘David’ Riel, in Ids strange and alarming folly, fascinated our poor luwf- 
breeds as the snake is said to fascinate its victim, abusing, for hie own ends, the 1 peat 
confidence that all the half-breeds reposed in him, l confidence founded upon his in¬ 
fluence over their minds through his great and impassioned language, and above,gll on 
1 tlie appearance of his profound religious feeling and dovotion, which ho displayed in 
the most glaring and hypocritical manner, which was rendered so convincing to their 
minds by bis public proclamation of his mission Us nn inspired prophet, which ne forced 
upon their imagination in tho most insidious and dialolical manner ; ho proclaimed 
himself a new Moses, who had come to doliver his people from bondage and. to place 
them in a new land of .promise. 

“To impress the-people and keep them within ids power, this man, Riel, resorted 
to all kinds of trickery. Often have I «con him praying aloud, prostrating himself in prayer 
and ordering all the others to do so. Thus he made a deep impression on ms poor 
ignorant dupes aud so convinced them of Ids divine mission that it was impossible to 
convince them that he was a trickster and would lead them to destruction. Riel so 
played on their ignorance that he made them believe in his power to work mirasles ; 
they firmly believed this.” 

Having thus set himself up hr a being of supernatural power, his next step was 
to oppose and persecute tho clergy, who were, of course, in hia way, and opposed to his 
selfish aesignB. He took possession of their churches, holding his councils and 
meetings therein. At these gatherings ho inflamed the minds of theso people and midc 
real grievances to appear where none existed. This continued fbr some time at Ini t 
they became restless, presenting grievances and making demands which could not be 
entertained; and the Government finding that tho matter was assuming a Serious 
aspect, appointed by an Order-in-Council, dated 28th January, 1885,a commission to go 
to the North-West, examine into the troubles, and redress’grievances if any existed but, 
before this commission could get there, Riel precipitated the rebellion, the first collision 
between himself and the troops taking place 26th March, 1885. 

At aU his meetings, and while inciting these people to rebel, he was in communi¬ 
cation with, and had present many of the Indians with their chiefs, making them 
extravagant promises if they would join him to “fight the Government Police.” In 
this ha succeeded, for when the real fighting began, the Indians were in large numbers 
among his followers; besides those, he had at outposts such as Foundntaker, Big Bear, 
and ethers, acting under his instructions, destroying and taking the properties of the 
Hndscm’s Bdy stores and white people, and murdering them without mercy, irrespective 
9 f age,, cbift^tibn <» position. 


\ 
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la an outline Of tho ovonta immediately preceding the outbreak of the 
and of tbe manner in -which it was brought about by Biel. Aa to abet 
thin, in connection with the different battles, skirmishes .and movements 
i upon either aide, it is not necessary for me to dwell My purpose to to lay 
i a true account of the causes that led to this uprising, with undeniable' pteolh 
roorrectneea of my statements, showing that tharo is no ground for the charges 
net the Government of unfair dealings with these Metis, that Biel’s eonnec- 
Fytth it was not that of a Patriot nor a Hero, but that of selfishness and greed 
and that the proper administration of the law rendered it necessary that 
suffer the panalty attached to his crime—for lha preservation of peace and 
omM/wnftection to life and property in that important section of our country. 

! will remember that I have already said that Biel left the country in 1870; 

the oath of allegiance in the United States. It is therefore evident that he 
bjtinijij^'igfipnlnn claims os a Metis for lands in tho North-West, without si all taking into 
he had forfeited every right to consideration from the Government, for tho 
||M$]l|fc > *took as leader In tho former rebellion. What, then, took him there 7 The 
’‘■Ik obvious, and will be plain to the reader as we proceed. He had men, as 
i said, u primed " to mention his n&mo oa loader to these people, and matter* 

' so that he would come if a deputation woia sent for him. I will deviate allttio 
■ show another instance of Biel’s “ priming” to carry out his purpose*. At hit 
jjtlea Nolin testified as follows in regard to a meeting held in February, 1885; 

What took place at that meetimr, did the prisoner (Biel) say anything 
(departing to tho United States 7 At Yes. Q. What did the prisoner tsu 
It that? A. He told me it would be well to try and make it appear as if thay 
> stop him going into tho States; five or six persons were appointed to go 
i people, and whon Biol’s going away was spoken about, the people wore to 
Biel never had any intention of leaving the country. Q, Who instructed 
i to do that? A. Riel suggested that himself Q. Was that put into pr*o- 
Yes.” 

return to the subject, we ask ourselves why he was so anxious to get back 
A the country. It was greed, as I have already said. Of this there ii ample pf oof, sad 
ut any comments, give the following extracts, which every Catholic of the 
In will believe, from the “Annals of the Propagation of the Faith.” These 
P^aro published In London, and the articlo I refer to is in the Beptepibe? 
~ u ey are published with reference to Catholic missions all over the world, 
rial charge of the Pope, the Cardinals and Archbiahope of the Church, 
fd&da is a faced in these words; 

w.-,v publish a touching letter on the civil war which ravaged Canada and Caused 
(SliMMnfi&s of two missionaries, the Bev. Fathers Fafard and Marchand." 

page 833 the following occurs: 

:i.> ”^Abontaycar ago, some 30 agitators, under pretence that the Government violated 
i sacred rights, frequently assembled secretly in the woods, and beneath the 
the gigantic firs, hatched their plots and bound themselves by p a th no t to 
i any one the object they had in view. Of course we disapproved highly of these 
oeedinas, and the consequence was a sudden irritation excited against the 
e populace accusing us of no longer favoring their interests as we wed to da 
* first sets of these assemblies was to send to the shore* of the Missouri, across 
tan border, in search of the too famous Riel, the great chief Of the Metis move- 

_1870, who since that event became an American citlsSa 

*1 cannot help fooling a great fear or dread of that man’s influence and a heavy 
> ftrture that awaits us. These fears were only too well Justified. Paring tho 
that followed, Riel continued to deceive the public and clergy by his,per. 
dsand apparent piety, and played tho true wolf in sheep’s clothin^ths sagel 
i disguised as an angel of light. Ho chose the beautiral feast of fit. Joseph, 
j gi’ren by Monseiguour to the half-c&stenatioa, and under pretext of solesnn- 
i occasion, and also doing honor to the baptism of an English neophyte, be aa- 






»tf*ihlp<l,fl>0 mofii devoted of his friends, and put them under arms .ftopi tlw iUy hcfot'o. 
<m jUM,emnfik.«f the name day; it order to bring. the, people together,..and. to hpyo a 
pWtokt far mliamg. a.general ttppdal to the nation, he - tmrcivl a Mho report everywhere 
cfrlhSatrivalriflMw polfte to masSiicto the fiumtii-H, burn thehouHPH nhrt tidse-ll WflUHds. 
*W« Most much pot to meet them;’ hoaatd. ‘If \tv amunltodthHy will not-botaWOto 


fbWSltifly’Sonie ofthorti standing Orrti and briStingdeath. On'Bt. joHdpli’^ffva^Ibnldst 
tberiadtaesa of.fiigfct,A provisional government Was proclaimed; and its firjjtjactiwas a 


taken, rofiUMd to U&e purlin the revolt. On St ‘Jo®tjp9f*sda^Dohud preffirriuilQTrtib- 
ntotob»A«tan.prisoner rathor than to< participate in all tits crifnes which inaugurated 
ify andwidi^ipwifMeyor brand.this torriblo revolution with disgrace-. _ •„ : 

'‘WV®y w$ro Dent on revenge ond^ their vepKcancp na frightful, tombldrutly 
diabolical. Iwill toll -you sotno ot its principle workings. Ori the ibth March, dRleFIn 
hid tmmasMmbled Me warmest partisans in the profaned Church offct- .'Antorty y a»tL 
thsre, 1 n-tbe midst of scenes rivalling each otlter m : fthmml)ty, folly and fmpi«ty,-4w 
puhlicly renounced tbc Holy Church,of God. which was henceforth to ba contorniii-noush 
ly Cillkirby hlpi'tho Old Wvmun 6f Burned ' Haviotfproclftrmcdbifiiutefidpcl migBiOjyWa 
ptfyifief witt-reton God to reform-religion; tlw reform’er hhmecl-hihinclf RitwtVc'fvreV Hfi*- 
cotinai tttel JBbMdaL Orders Were .green for'thepfusecatton ofibe flreihfttl,<md ea p e ei s lly 


the newpWffBytoYy of St. Antony ttt Bitoche. Wo Were indicted Severn tirnesrberoro'fhs 
RvoiddaC wtwre/iutt 6 ning"ta the imptetiesond blaftphemicsof the i&oVidot;Rey,Ftithera 
Mduta,Y«yy«viU<iandrnySelf had to confess and-defend bur insulted-faith.thQBeby 
drawing Ufoncfuraolvas a deluge of outrages 'and threats, and exposing ns. to that fire-<rf 
theWnsolytfwe remain obstinate ire refusing to submit to the will of tbo tyrant. 

' “J&anwbilb—re-v 

Arid here is ft point which I want you to note, as I will draw your attentiotfto.it' 
again. ; " ‘ 

. “Meanwhile, messages had been sent to the poor savages of the prairie, for iho 
most paid.'obstinate infidels; always discontent with the domination of the Whlto man, 


mritt paatt obstinate infidels,"always discontent with the domination of the Whito man, 
tad tatrixt^tathing bettocthfii to see thehour of deliverance, if not of Tbngsatae*4sris$; 
BarhgrifERtj^Siielajraod to the bloody ferocity of its worst days, and to eKgjW'plyfps, 
pariioularlyatfrogLake, the whites nave been massacred, ana with-tneip.-we, nuB«oih 
arfeh'who tried to Save (hem and prevent the revolt The latter were the Rev. "Pitthprs 
Fk&jfi and Marchand. Their mission has boon burned as well as alltfio dWeRItfgfcOf 
ths whites . 0 

'IThoKev. FatherFourmond gives other accounts of.the cruel treatment to which 
these poor creatures were subjected, and concludes hia letter as followsr 

: ...“33That evils have the folly and hypocrisy -of one man heaped Upon our poor 
little population-..About twenty killed, as many WouUdod, fires, sacking* ;.a. dark and 
gloomy picture We have now before our eyes. All is.not over yet, either. for about thirty 
of otsr unfortunate Christians are prisoners of wut and await their trial at -xegufa, the 
racial nfftSariiaith-'Wflst Territtny.-. Riel, the Ezuttfc, iB'- among the number, Afed- is the 
ofifi/Sfctagdrieraliy. believed.who willsufier death in expiation of tlitj- crimes be-has 
ttortimitJattiand tbe btood be has cbtosed to berthed. 1 -.- ' 

to vldv-l/.-.-r;-; - ‘•FODRMONI>,G.M-.L* . f.-.As-.- 

. I.-: ;• “Miasioner Apostolic-” ; 

1 ' Thtt traiherity oi^ht'to be undoubted, and conclusively shows What ft ch^fltoter 
toii^hl&;*fa«.. ilut I. Wilf go 'further. The.Vepeiable Bishop cf^ Saint 
Grandin. oaid: “That toe condact of Riel while ^'directed toe,ipaunjeSion ,wfl« 
odioastadnnooatRtfta. That hs had systeroaticatly persecuted the Church. 1 ;*' I -- 
_ ttoto -thik the priests wbeSe names nre appended to the following teUer 

ioble tootive.; J|Tead^‘)bns:' , v : ,,:v“!y.*;' 

,»i3oaoC".;S - to Tts* d'.' f:' . 

^ ..‘tWoi'.tto priasto Qf . tlia district most particularly affected by tba.robsliionf.tD 











St. Andrew, Grandin, Duck Lako and BatpcIjo.j £jjr jt«*&• 
midtttof onr people, that Iouis ‘ David ’ Riel had established Jiis Mmamdeafre 
' to rntr-pWlttention of your fellow-comitry.mhh'ift Oanddi fp tttcAw.fKtrV 'J n :, 

‘David’, Riel does not merit tho sympathy of'tlra'Jttrtt&lv Catholic 
ft' nipmbersof that’ church, havipgr ’ Whirtwd 1 ouf nd*^lb*i''B# l jpnaifls. and 
coble of thwhenirfits and consolation it u tras pia dtaW to ^tidprHptan,.' 'Jffa 
fthl?ift'Mit ptitely personal interest ‘Signed: two Jkflffl^ 

J Ppift Fottrtnond, Peru Vegreyille, Pere LoCacy, tfere FbnrmpndjjCtwft ot 

.. r __ 1T i. .addition to this; I will give Qlohc evidenco as to his ,cqiid u 9^ Th® 

published earlv ip 1885, in.rofanrtag to the grievance* oflwkioh'w® 
hear so -much, under the heading " Redressing Grievances by Constitutional Means," 
MMl’l* .tlit ' 

’ ■ “A number of Metis formed a union and .continued for monthsjto-.acf in; concert 
lose agitation they regarded ns quite loyal and constitutional. ... After a 
ran to urge that tlie Indian titlo to the North-West had mftyur been ex- 
That it was not with the Hudson Bay Convphny but 1 with'tHo Didwbs* tne 
’and pioneer white settlers to whom the country .’re^W 'bfttehmdjihat the 
t had to deal. It is. believed also that he wpa I bfeot in clttimTng'Mpm tne 
^indemnity forperSonal losses which he : had sustained by;tfie cWlfracation 
jjmCe Wronging tohhn in Winnipeg, and which hfa' iriireaSG^prcATntWisly 
&‘the tltop erf his banishment It'is althb&t certalft be be^h tb'pdt ’^wn 
FaB'tftft White settlers’ could have ' Mo. sythpathy with'And 
# ; thomerit entertain’; and. unknown tp the •EnkWb«speak^_iwdi>fe^it 
lation was formed to orifrirco these demands by illegal and -vfoienr.iOettHS. 
J began to use stronger language, in hopes trrnt he rAight be arre^d on 
rounds, and then excite jiublie sympathy in behalf of himself apdtho 
’ Which he wns the leader.” ", ",. 

'lube further said on the 20th March, 1885: “ Louis Riel, the heronfthe Bed 
on, recently, exiled from Manitoba, has created dissension .among the half- 
attack is imminent." 

,horon we .find the Globe say in August, 1885 : 
napmept Kiel’s letter to Major Croxier was put in eyidenoe, it. bpownpi dear 


inerkid nbt.only been participator in, but'tho instigatprsndlesdingmiad 
m.‘ ,. No shadow of doubt remained that, he was guilty as charged, in the 


The'testimony that followed only deepeWed the certainty of his guift" , 

rpiftbf can be given of a character 'that cannot be for,a monmntdcnbtsd 
.,(it irotn the evidence given at Riel’s trial by the Kev. Father A'.idril/.and 
-Driest who attepdod spiHtually to Riel during his confinement and on the 

Andrd was a witness called on his behalf. His evdence on cross, exam- 
ijr.lCasgrain was.as follows : .■> . ... , , .. 

belieyedn tho -month pt-JDftcember, 1884, you had an interview with Kiel 
if With regard to a certain sum of money which the prisoner claimed from the 
gjftraineirf*.? A..Not/with'Nolin. Notin’was not present at the interview. 

e riBpnerwasthero? A; Yes. > ■■ ■ r--.?-I 

you .please state what the prisoner asked, of the Federal Government? 
mtOifyiewsr^ith tho prisoner on that subject.’ 

f’prifemWM claimed ft Certain indemnity from the Federal CRjWrfimeeiit, 
A. When the prisonermnde his claim I ft-aa there with another ‘g&fattefiiScri, 
dfromthe Government 8100,000. We thopght this wae exorbitankundthe 
a little ; I will take at once 135,000, cash-. . . ,, v :}V 

laicii'fhat condition the prisoner was to leave the country iftno. Govcrn- 
i Bfrm the f35,000? A. : Yes, that was the Condition be pah ; 1 " l '- .-ris-'-r. 

When was this? A. This Was bn the 23r& December; 1884.' : ► •; ’ 

.Them ’was also another interview botween you and the prisoner? A P; There 
.anf twenty interviews between os. .» 


"4K v||t|viMS'd^fsafiM yoa-to usk you to tine your influence with thd Federal 
obtain this indemnity ? A. The firtt time ho spoke of -it! wait' cm-the 
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12th Dcoomber. Ho hod never spoken a word about it before, and Qn the 23rd of Dec¬ 
ember he spoke' about it again, 

Q, He talked about it very frequently ? A. On these two oocaeione only. 

Q That his great occupation ? A. Yes, at those times. 

Q.I* it not true that the prisoner told you he himself was the half-breed question ? 
A, He did hot say so in express terms, but he conveyed that idea. He said: 'If I am 
satisfied, the hau-breeda will be.' I must explain this. This objection was made to 
hlmVthttt oven if the Government, granted him $35,000 the half-breed queenon jrouW 
remain the same, and he said, in answer to that: ' If I am satisfied the balf-hreeda will 
be.’ . 

Q, Is it not a fact he told you he would even accept a less sum than the $55,000 ? 
A. Yes. He said: ‘ Use all the influence you can: you may not get all that, but get 
qll you can, and if you gat lass we will see/’ 

The above is corrobated, if even such were necessary, by Charles Nolin, a witness 
also at Biel’s trial. This was his testimony : 


"In the beginning of December, 1884, he began to show a desire to have money 
he spoke to me about it first, I think.” _ - 

“ Q. How much did he say ho wanted ? The first time he spoke of money I think 
hesald.be wanted$10,000or$15,000. ■ 

Q. From whom would he get the monoy ? A. The first time he spoke, about it 
he did not know any particular plan to get it: at the same time, he tola me. that he 
wonted to claim an indemnity from the Canadian Government Ho said that the,Can¬ 
adian Government owed him about $100,000, and then the question arose who thaper- 
sons wem whom he would have to talk to the Government about the indemnity. Gome 
time alter that the prisoner told me that he had an interview with Father Anord. 
who told him he would use his influence with the Government to obtain for. him 
$35,000. 

Q. What did he tell you ? A. He said if he got the money he wanted from the 
Government, he said he would go wherever the Government wished to send him. He 
had told that to Father AndnS.” 


The venerable priest of St Patrick’s Montreal, Father Dowd, at the conclusion of 
his sermon on Sunday the 22nd Nov. 1885, gave his congregation some excellent advice 
regarding the present agitation of the French Canadians. The advice he was about to 
gtvk them, he said, was tendered only after great and matured eliberation. It was 
unnecessary for him to tell them that he was no politician, and consequently was pot 
moved by political influence. He had enjoyed, he said, the privilege of a personal 
interview with Mgr. Grandin, Bishop of the North-West Territories, the*Bcene of the late 
rebellion. From his Lordship’s own lips he had heard the recital of all the atrocities 
that had been committed by the pagan Indians and the easily deceived half-breeds, 
urged on by a bad and unscrupulous man; how four missionaries had been massacred 
almost under his Lordship’s eyes; how the half-breeds had been led not only to revolt 
against the Government, but under their wicked leader had been induced to abandon 
their faith and turn their backs on the devoted clergy to follow a leader who wished to 
aet aside the Pope and the Church and all authority, ecclesiastical and civil. 

Mach mote could be given but the above establishes as clearly as it possibly qan* 
be shewn that Biel’s sole object in his “ priming ” to be invited to the country as leader 
of the Metis and his subsequent conduct in inciting them to take up arms against the 
Government was a selfish one, he cared not to better the condition of the Metis,Ohi jyj. 
He was,the Metis, audit is clear he did not wish to await the arrival of the Gorternrgjfefgtj|' 
Commission to investigate the matter, for no one knew better than he that none existo#, 
either with himself or with the Metis of that district, and a constitutional peaceful 
means of settlement of grievances was not what he wanted, it was money and truthfully 
ho said “If I am satisfied the half-breeds will be.” 


In order that I ma? present to you in a plain manner, and in a way that no one 
can foil to see it, I will reduce all the charges made against the Government by Mr. 
Blake, Mr. Laurier and their friends in connection with the “ Biel.cry ” under the follow- 
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1 flatter myself that each charge will he Successfully answered as 1 take 

it up: 

; one la that of the grievances of the half-breeds in regard to the manner 
I'Htay bad been treated by the Government, implying a Justification for the 




pnotmd, thgt the court that tried Kiel had no jurisdiction to do ao, and that 
(Unfair trial. 

l SI» 4hird, that no political offender had suffered death ander the British Crown 
: jw- r i Ocifty years. 

'''' fourthly, that Riel was insane and not ac. ountable for bis acts. 

3 »e regards the first, it will be nocess -y to explain what the half-breeds 
? s ’ln order that we may see how the Govjmment acted towards them. They 
fikdlw t|he first place River Surveys, that is, the river as a front to their lota, ten 
lijt$idth and running back two miles: they wanted also, exemption from timber 
>£t, a small tax which was imposed for cutting wood on Government lands 
i had no wood on his own lot; and lastly they wanted scrips or patents for 
I may here mention that some dolay was created in the granting of these 
ents as it had been discovered, aa I have already told you, that a large per 
ihe half-breeds there were already settled with end had received their lands 
, and that as a matter of precaution every claimant for his patent had to 
ght to it nnder the N. W. Land Regulations before ho could receive it We 
four Blue books two petitions only from the section in which this trouble took 
rare of dates 4th September, 1882, and 10th November, 1883, andl will give the 
,, tiose in order that you may see what a large per ceniage of those who signed 
i W&js not entitled to recognition as they had obtained their rights in Manitoba 



flabriel Dumont, 
Canon, 
its Rcchlot, 
Parenteau, 
Honort, 
its Delorme, 
m Fidler, 
Boyer, 
Carriers, 
a Neatdt, 

_ Neault, 
>ldon Carrtere, 
Touron, 
Touron, 
Antoine Nandal, 




Charles Lariv&re, 
Franpoia Touron, 
Joseph Parenteau, 
Xavier Batoche, 
Joseph Vandal, 
Francois Fidler, 
Alexia Gervais, 
Joseph Delorme, 
Baptiste Vandal, 
Antoine Ferguson, 
Baptiste Vandal, 
Joseph Tourton, 
William Vandal, 
Jean Canon, 
Thfeophile Canon, 
R. P.Teasier, 


Mathais Parenteau, 
Moise Honors. 

Zdpbirin Dumas, 

Euter Pariaton, 

William Natome, 

A. Fidter, 

Isidore Villeneuve, 
Adolphe Nolin, 

Ignsce Fdtrac, 
Thfiophile Goaletta, 
Jerome Roeette, 

Charles Gareau, 
Maximo Poitras, 
Emmanuel Champagne, 
Louis Batoche.—47. 


of Persons whose names appear on Petition who received Land or Scrip in 



'lean Catron, 
±scr: 'ite Rochlot, 
i Parenteau, 
i Honors, 

! Delorme, 
i Fidler, 
Spptiste Boyer, 

, JMfnase Carrier®, 
Nspcteon Camtire, 
, .Jmrice Tourton j 
' 'tSaxto Touron, 

. Antoine Vandal, 

- :/X>SIptiste Vandal, 


Joseph Touron, 
Antoine Ferguson, 
Baptiste Vandal, 
Joseph Touron, 
William Vandal, 
Jean Caron, 
Thfiophiie Carron, 
Mathias.Parenteau, 
Elstox Parisien, 

A. Fidler, 

Isidore Villeneuve, 
Charles Larivifire, 


Franjoia Touron, 
Joseph Parenteau, 
Joseph Tandal, 

Franeots Fidler, 

Alexia Gervais, 

Joseph Dolome, 
Adorpha Nolin, 

Ignaoe Pottras, 

Jerome Racotte, 
MaximePintras, 
Emmanuel Champagne, 
Louis Batoche.—37. 
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{.istirf Persona, whoso narnos appaar.on Petition who have not provod'tllelr claim 
Gabriol Dumont, MoIhg Honors. Xavier Baioeho, 

Napo|^wi;JSj 0 ault» Zophrin Dumas, TlrfpphUo.Uoulfft^iT 

Andi^NenuU,' "WilliamXatpine, Ci'anesrGftrQT.'tr-Wj 

'' KB. ‘TiCtislfer,. ■ 

It will thus bo soon that of the 47 subscribers to the first, 37 had roccivSSf! 
mMAttfteba.wliiWWthe remaining to, eight wore unablo to pro\’e 

In the second petition there were 32 subscribers, their nanVCS bothg : " 11 


William Bremher, jun., 
Maximo Lopine, 

Octavo Rognier, 

15 to. Boucher, - ' 

■ \tfijllaittBre inner, 

• -Topa Ouellette, 

Ohs. Imvallfe 1 : 

Isidore' Dumas, 
dames Short; 

AmbRqise Dumont, 


Henry Smith 1 ,' 

Clis. Naliiv 1 • ■ •. 

A lade. Lftaro,■ ■,. , 
Nrirbourt Tbnrc'otW; 
Solomon: !ftnireatt*v' 
JIor^ste BayipietVM. i , 
A^peBrntpppr,. , 
Jpseph Breipner, . 
JofHte'lM’t'iyfewj' 

Aloxr Bromnvr.—32': 


Cha&f.nvell&», 

IsidereOtfiftBa, 
Hcjrtfy 1 Smith, 


I* B. Lotendre, 

Wm. Letendro, 

Win, Swain. 

Elzgar Swain, 

AYiJlie Bruce, ’ 

Ant. Bichard, 

Isidore Boyer, 

Solomon Boucher, : 

•J.B. Bencher, jun., 

B. Schmidt, 

.Jqs, Dumas, . ..... ■; t „>> . 

Of theiahuv^.tiyjipijpwii^; rocoived Baud or Scrip in Manitoba .. , .g, 

, .B]iiliam.Bp)mnor,jun,, Cbs. Bolin, ... fjploruouBpuclwj, ■»», >., 

ole . Bon'chor, . Xorbert TurcoUe, J. Bl Boivcber, inin, ; ' 

William Brhmher, William Letendrc, Iiduis SChnilat,' ' , " 

Wm. Swain, - i JoS.' Dutfliefr ■ ■ ' ■» 

JEitdariSwain* ... ■ iMddesteLavibletter’ ' ■ 

,^#u,Brep)psrr , , v .. s , 
Ant Richard, .Tcsepb Breraner..,, , 

.... --. r , hfldote BoyeV, : Ale*..Brb«dtieif.—74. •> 

OW.I ^fiiiSieafgiVeh ^above there''were unable to proVotheir hfijftpy/' 1 \" !u t-i ' 

’ Maxfihdlieplnb, • L. S, Leten^rei’ ; 1 ' Salomon T^r^te ;• 

Joho.GuBitie*; Octave Regnier,- JonaB Lstvidl4tte.~*B. 

Alade.RtigBfli . > Engine Bauebjr- 

This«hp#i*larBe'^Br<*ntaget>f hrtlf-bmette who were ; but 

we have evf^ticaio^^Jthat the perdentiiaif vntfiWven greater iit 'tfie^me^J&ie out¬ 
break than'there .gej^Bbns show. 1 wiBgjye* tlie j^jwrt of Mr..PeaiB^Snjpf&^sndent 
pf Indij^vagairain that section, appointed by.thai&tekenzie GovemitteBtjwMmtfi power 
and we hat# a right jfofcfesnme he was the^fewyA'^ood Reformed.’ to the 

settlement ihje;(M^prbance topfc^l»ce', r tg'|it^»iigate and ehj^|fjp ib^ftj|l£ronbleB 
and report t j^‘gi(ju|^j[^h1s enquiry to .t^Go^rfuu^nt. He made'ft’jej^lffj^jil very 
minute report.^andjiinainto the claims of c®!lf «8d every case.. J&rrtt&fgib&Hed and 
presented-tmtWHouse.bf Commons on the ISt&fofApril, 1885. Papers 

7 & Mr. Pearrepvriiitf^^^jivestigation.uS'KBaw^rf:::'^ 

‘‘1st. This report allows that of all tbe'^58. settlers at the time of; tberQtOtbreal.' 
.ncA one w^.,niu>^te .to obtain patent.for his land through the action,,«f rather non- 
ftCtion of the Government, and even W Mftreh, iS84i there were only ten caieu Wf delay, 
which delay was caused by the conflicting survevs of One Arrow’s reserve.tfaS thuBt. 
Lanrentparish, ; ... ■. . i 

“ ji&am man of the 258, or ahlfone else who ever .r0sid«£Mtt4tbfl dis¬ 
trict, ever itm-fH land through the ■system of survey, when snphiSartey was 

made sub3®|)spji%jio,hjft'5ettlement thereon.: , ; .•,v>c..>lt 

“3rds j!, flt?#9^^»V.cent of th^;258 had'no rights as KortteiWhtfl«flttil8dit Of 
that 92 peP. caBfa.'tiKUiemTho were half-breeds tiid participated in all the rights stxxirded 
those people.in<3m®rovinoe of Manitoba. • ; > 1 .1 :.£;o,.;.:T 

, sottler Ju ^iafstri&t hit^ an acre of-titfilbkPlin^ia head 

to which h«v|^hsri|*. , fla5m 1 or had ev^ii* l pmfefee 3 r 'ojje. • t; 

,< l * uca wore not oneraua, amountfn^^tyito' .iwiishtv-flve 

“ (itii. That the hay permit question never affected them in the-Temotcit; degree- 




i’oi >-f.Md» ' I hynp? }«mo* to ho/Sir, i'W^fllgat ^wwt. ‘ ’►.''',,!... ,', • * 

,. . .. .... •'WM. 

■ t.hut ptopfby wliilt Father Andrp swore ^It^l's^al,. 

u^tatejf since the arrival of the prisoner Uitlibcouptry up io the 
n, tlio Government hftB made unv favorable answer to the ddriinn'ls : 
• W^Yes, I ifcnftw thntthey have «ei-ee«|e<l to 'eeHaJn diwiiaMiflh’ 
qdidnotdiftvinmy scrip in Manltoha. vV telerfraiw wtvramitajvtho 
wiitin* th« jcrijv _ . . 

stw* ?.;-A. Yes, regarding the ultmtion of. aurvoy of lot*, 
f^nhan^ci-irom the Governmerit Btvlrigthey Would ^r^htil, hlid 

oe«t«tt» ttoiv foroiainod to he settled ? ; A, The questioiiof.pata'lm 
ad. atari iiv a certain way, becauao Mr. huck waa so^t and l. ,w^nt 

thbdtjncfetlon remained? A- Onlythe'qrioaiion of Wobdititnljqln 

:i «Wiiii>*Ah«v}if frv 1\«' ✓*velv»Y*¥o}wi' 4,nt T«.hl '.Ji. ..f' tfJli. 2i 


ria an observing 

»«&' fc 'SOTte^Wheii'Interviewed' after his retuiii, rip tfiti' ,^^«Wh?ri 
l^tofhVfoffpvriiigr’ ‘ <’ ''' : ■ •'•' • ■'■■'>'- 

WfiaWdo ytmronsidcr eansed thd rebellion? A. Well, Itefirittf thkt&btt&i*' 
► goaded on by capitalists who had gone into the North-West Hm-tMlNiSS!' 
w*nWwtd.hrou»n Batoelw and Prineo Albert, which l am/told. i«,'tl»ghrden 

wsaowi .mi 


e flfioPHri arh iidftrtf 'Well,'then; the capihdmRi seeing'roifilProrttjlite . ' wt* 
tag’ll* jtetoK&tKey desired, incited tbriporirTfcriple vvliri'haP looked'ri i**~ 
tUPHion, in hopes/that /tlwsy could drive -ibelndiaxia *»1' half-ki**~?- 
Mg^U^themreiaww ;.themselves the lap,d." .; ... ? 

0L^lo,W/thia, by Afo Girouard, M.P. for Jacques Cartier, wbo aaui, in' 
B Lffi fe. conatitqenta.oja the 15th August, 1885; , . ! 

B»tv0e.nt- that the Government is not r^sponsib'o.ior the inisfbrtt'.no^ <f the 
Pt What, thrill, ivas the cause of them? 1. The spirit of revenue oh ilto 
W. 2. His blind and inordinate ambirioh. He beW« c<*d Mtttsrff to lie'the 
fewfen and earth, with power to dispose hf the whole vct’.d, tntd jspeiSking as 
font of God himself. 3. The agitation of speculators anu agrints^f Ainmictiu 


tli6 Kevi Ptitliet Fourmorid; anothfer tiriitaribtild' tatdldgh wbt’icirity ' 
lW^P|P#fe» to rievrspij^re in Qwebec, STahifeiba and 6fheV pWbfl, Wi^ih; 

iiflSfflMiiMSfif wJon nal'^H no >a il -r» ohlT,/* haY^Ua'.'V'.-.—*W _if LA.'-Tt A» 


Wtafid vif.en ashed ns to Ibe author bfHhe ’North-Wesr'instiiwyjAn^ijia’- 

•’ r -":: -■ ■■■: ' f::.'II.'! do 

Hie atttlior of the Noith-West troubles? It is iotiiai Kiel, arid 'as ; he"ia 
"“tliem.dtiB he ediune who deserves m beparanhi^ Htilijia nie’^ni had 
ts^s and etadied the hypocrisy,the tninang ond'iacretaiftBi*)^ JHb) baa’ 
e arid seduce'-these .people uud drag thcni intd rebeilicn^vriktheir thev' 
«» wotddi as Ido< Cast- upon th at crriel -and trianntftidimgB-»ltitha feu w i, 
fiibl made use.of tiieii' religion; die snsde.asesafithuir istsdraaceiiof their 
Uingexejfy.serisiti'rciaird.lotnakcAUMrtthtBiiapeaofdrfsiatBb'ltion.'c. 


-vtaryi 


i preserves.the plsntitudo Di bis reasoti-: All .bitplandteava B Kenaahee 
sb which show a fixed purpose td attain bis end, and at the,tamtime' 
ctafcws jf lbs cftriJianlmndcrtakiat! ahbrddb &O^ iiieil: mrise bejA all tbo 
o# title rebellion;,. Be. alooo is ta:blanrnrhir ^bthetsdutaiwbiebahstAicea 
jEb .vtiU tb < baj^rtstfeo:' ncnJsimry .fsnseqt^Bce* cS< tbabh’ tthieh- 

its all uo much suffering.” JheUrttm aUaniiairi tv: , o 

Ufo oir thte& mcre extract8,from’ epee®}ibB ef.prt>4lHriSijt ip 


;«i _ 

ui feiagta 1 
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tho Reform ranks, .two of whom votfed against Mr. Blake on the Riel question: and yftti 
will observe, that although they {supposed there waa a fault [aomewhero, which we of 
course deny, but admitting there was, they do not justify the rebellion. 

The Hon. Alexander McKenzie, said in the House in 1886, and I think during 
the time the rebellion was going on, that "He did not allege that as a justification 
for succeeding events, because he considered that no mere act or fault of the Govern 1 
meat of the day, could have justified tho insnrrection and its consequonces.” 

Sir Richard Cartwright said, in ft spoech delivered by him in Orillia, Up Dcte. 
17th, 1886 1 " But to say rebellion is justified, is a very different thing. A rebellion ipay 
bo excused, and purlieu who goad unfortunate, ignorant men into rebellion, ought to be 
punished. But that is a wholly different thing from justifying a rebellion; «id least 
of all, can I undertake to justify rebellion in an Indian country, where, as I have sgid, 
an enormous number of our countrymen and countrywomen would have been exposed 
to all the honors of a savage war, if that rebellion had spread.” 

Mr. Gignult, M.P. for Bouville, in Quebec, and this is an important witness, sold: 
“ I say that I do not approve of this rebellion because I think that the serious grievances 
of which the half-breed bad to complain, were not such as to justify a rebellion.” 

Mr. Fitzpatrick, Riel’s counsel, said to a reporter of tho New York Herald, who 
interviewed him in England in connection, with this case i “ There was no justification 
for ths rebellion.” 

I could go on multiplying proofs, but I have given enough to satisfy any Stan 
open to conviction that there were no real grievances. That the Government had dooe 
all that could be expected, they had granted them the surveys as they wanted it done; 
they had given Fcripe to those- entitled to receive them, as you have seen by the Bex. 
Father Andxd’s testimony. A telegram was sent cm the 4th March, from the Govern¬ 
ment, granting the Scrip; this was twenty-two days before tho first shot was fired aft 
I have already said, which was at Duck Lake on the 26th March. Now I ask what can 
be more clearly proved than that, there was nothing left for these men to complain of, 
and that the whole trouble was brought about by the selfish designs of Louis RieL 
This is my answer to the first charge. 

1 will proceed now to take up charge No. 2, ns to the jurisdiction of the court and 
fairness of the trial: 

The court was established under the Mackenzie Government, and I suppose Mr. 
Blake, who was at least a part of the time Minister of Justice in that Government, 
ought to know something of the Bill, it therefore does not become the friends of these 
gentlemen to cry down a court of their own making. I will give the words of Sir Alex¬ 
ander Campbell, who was Minister of Justice at the time of Riel’s trial, as they are much 
abler and so much better authority than anything I can offer. I will ask a ntreihl 
perusal of them. They are given in a memo, the Queen ur. Riel, and reads as follows: 

“ It should bo flnfBcfant to say that the legality of the tribunal by which &u was 
tried had been affirmed by the Privy Council, the highest court In tha Empire, and has 
seemed to them so clear that the eminent counsel who represented the prisoner Could 
not advance arguments against it which were thought even to require an answer. 

It has teen eaid that a jury composed of six only, and the absence of a grand 
jury, are features so inconsistent with the rights of British subjects that tho jsmoaer 
had still ground for complaint: but, as was pointed out in the Privy Council, the cams 
«rima may be tried elsewhere in the British Empire, notably in India, -withwitssy 
jury, either grand or petty, and this mode of trial has been sanctioned by the Imperial 
Parliament. * 

" It is to ba observed also, that tho offence was tried in the country in wiiich it 
Was committed, under the law as it then existed and bad existed for years, 2nd that 
this ie « cousVe of which no offender can foiriy complain, while it is a right to which 
wvexy criminal is entitled. 

“ Gf the competency of the court, which has been affirmed by the MlcQurfc iu 
Manitoba, t&s Government saw no reason to entertain doubt; but having regard te 
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fccoptiorial character of the case, the usual course ■ was departed from in the 
faVu favor,iand: a respite) was granted,' to enable him' to;apply to thceltimuto 
W in ^England,,and thus,to take advantage to the very etnjost of every right 

atne law coqld afford him. , •, ,.\ 1 . : . 

P'The fairness of the trikl has riot been disputed by thb"'DfiB 6 i.e »'’0 counsel. jior 


I auu iwiiwvooui i>uv in at ium uvv muvu utcd/vvvu w» ^ IV . n^iouuvt a wmioui> fiut 

»ged either before the Ootlrt of Appealih'Manitohii bV Intt'TWvy Ctouricil. • It 
lithe contrary, been* admitted, not tactilV alone by this;oTrimifiSnon but; expressly 

_ Ti_— - 1 ___ i_ _I_l* -.1 It-- 'LX. ^ * A_ V i „V -l. \ i 


Rfhfcvo b^etx done by the appointment of any barrister ofhnown fttandia&but to 
jfjdhe .public that:this had bedri effected ; and in view ofthiatbe: prosecution was 
Stedte two loading •counsels in Ontario; known to be in sympatbywith different 
mV parting. With 'them was associated a Franck advocate s! standing arid 
K in Quebec, and the personal presence and assistance of the Deputy Minister of 
n was given to them throughout the proceedings. .. ..j j 

1 9 procedure adopted and the course taken at the trial, will sha^ that every 
y for the fullest defence was afforded: and it is needl^ea.to addtWhat is .w.ellr 
d recognized, that the prisoner wak represented' by c 6 uiis£l whd@e zeal and' 
re made it impossible to suggest that hit* deferico’dcrald liirriby■ hands have 
carefully or ably conducted.” 

tri Sit Aloicaridor shy's as to the fairness of the trial; ' , '\ T : . ( . ‘ v 

. the 21st July, the prisoner’s counsel t 6 ad affidavits to the. effect tkaipertam 
riot then present were necessary " for the defehce,atid-ihht‘’me’dl&il experts 
aestion ofinsanity 'Were. required: by, them? ftom ,;the>; Province u Of 
id from T.oropto. They represented .that tUe prisoner ( hed® 9 t had unfiORU 
the attendance, of these witnesses,, and desired an. edjo|ri^@njtfpr a,month, 
M’they^hriltfitterable fo obtain;^' ■;;; .., 

itifcBwer to this ‘applieatibn.of Which the Orowrt had' Wttblice ’ uritlrthe day 
theCrowm boufiset pointed out that: these medQdal krltaesseg; ah: welt’ as 
ys jn the.Ewth-W.est Territories whOr^OTe w^tedii Co.tdd.riil'be gpt wiffdn 
na they offered not (drily to consent , tp-an. myouxhijwtjpr. that tinte^bsh 
Ith^fte prisonhffs coufisel in‘ pMcurin'^ thefr attenddn^, rind 

te counsel for the prisoner accepted this offer, winch the-prcaidirig judge said 
sonablo one, and the trial was adjourneduntil the. 28th. ' In tbe meantetete 


fa atthe same'rateas these baited for the prosecution. ; : - 5 "■ * . 

jgi’dhiigoodrdeajy’ he! remarked;'“,hAB heeri waid' about HM q*iy» bemk eoiripb*»»- 
There i».no,gsneral law which sayathBfcaawy' abaUrwa^ably iCoaaiat 
®fve, or of any particular number- In Manitoba* in. civil .cages, ttm juiydg.pom- 
S*(df twelve, but'rffrie cah'fihd'a' Verdict ‘In the' ^orth^Vest TerritonesV^ct, 
K&ttMlfideeEnM* that the jury shall cdrisisl of siXj aiM’thik Wrak'‘tKriiiriiifib«!t , '&f 
liry in this instance. Would the stipendiary magistrate have been. justj&Jdiii 
■mf^ag, twelve, when tlie; Statute directs tunprte erojKmnelmjoionly t«* * 
gT^jlUisthe pander can, only ^apply one; ntpaqing^viz.^ that fairness ; and j«ati«3e: 

wo. jwqcqedjl ■ M,; •.•» Wr, -snl ^ • 

i| ^jij,£idd.tp,thhi the essence of Reform, papers, what Kiel’s cqcmseleaidiof itha 
|fin^WhatJfiiei.^pa8elfsaid; , ~ ,'v.* 

|Xto..Han).iItbm#«ir| ofird. Augqst,' 18^,s^v.Tiie.4 u ra,’S^Jte^sw : l)aB,-;foitjrid 
IMel gnilty of treason. The trial we believe was a fair.paeitSterei JW^iftbtwd^t 
pee that Riel headed an insurrectiim against .the. Govenw|ie»t»,;Whiidt ms urily 


i&atf-Awtiiiir' wdi & cn Segtepatex ji8^uS-^o f ',jp% 

^|^^^ritd^pOT^ey^|Submi^;r; Vm \oh^l 'cd 
[nm^'“Iwe;jf¥r«»' sfddj -JMel ytf/t .pny.. .triejfc^ dj5seryed?yTit»«d8®S|^ 
si,Thuil *fif iio^^usfc'^to ,'KgBef Kff|a|i no. 

fba^fliiiwldben ri'^wiss insult io thelaw-s of dur country toriave permit- 
;ape condign prfnishjnent 



W 


: Mr. l r it*p»trick»oi»pf thelawyem who ; defended £UeV *»M Jn>s«eeeh « 
s^san Square, in Montreal, ."It vu unfair to. arraign before the tribunal of 
opinion the judge and jury who tried Biel, they were sipply the ioatanceof tl 
end it was found inthe. Statute Book., T^e law waa paaaed by our own represent! 
®ad we were responslblefor the iniquitous portions of it 

Biel himself eatdin bis speech to the court at his trial: 41 Bfau alao the 
for the Crown, because they banrirdone I am sure what they thought their duty, 
have shown me favors which at first 1 did not expect from them." 

Mr/'Christopher Bobinson, Q.C. said at Begin* at the trial of Biel: 

“ All those witnesses who are in this counter sen ho got in a week just as 
tft a month or a year. The Crown will do more. The Crown will join with my 
friend in telegraphing to thoee three gentlemen who ate at Quebec, and those 
gentlemen who ate at Brine# Albert I desire that to come from the Grown as 


Mr. Fitspafrick to the Justice: 

°1 read the Order la Council aa conferring very limited powers. lloweva 
difficulty is all obviated by the offer made by the Crown." 

We also zertd that after the trial: 

“The counsel for the defence, Messrs. FitspaMok, Lemleuxand Green 
waited oa Judge Blcbaxdson before tiiey went cost, and thanked him for the 


: ""Till 


























yban.br so. To this, I answer tbaf the case of Louia Biel is different from gjty 
tef in British history for that period." In thafiretplace,h«.,^ 
1» ^tnated^M.a maa;who ; and 

Outlie oonttary,it was.sbo^'apl 
yon, that hia aim was to extnict money Wisf Sis Qo7aramenVand 
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^ras tto justification for his landing (he half-breeds to rebellion. Ur Alexander Campbell, 
t»’bt> Able paper aays! 

' ' ’’It has been urged that the prisoner's crime was a political one, Inspired by 
mMtwal motives alone; tbal n rebellion prompted only fin* the redress of alleged 
pfiMneal grievances, differ* widely from an ordinary trimo, and that however erroneous 
may be the judgment of its leraer, in endeavoring to redress the supposed wrongs of 
be is entitled, at least, to be regarded as unselfish, and aa in his own view, 
..Ic. 

* This ground fees been most earnestly considered, but the Government has been 
enable to recognise In the prisoners political offender only, or to see that upon the 
Evidence there canbe any doubt that his motives were mainly selfish. On the contrary, 
is atoms’pfain that he was, willing at any moment, for the ; safes of gain, to desert ids 
deluded followers, and to abandon his efforts'for tha redress of their alleged grievances, 
under cover of them, he could have obtained satisfaction for his oWn personal money 
.gtcmandB.” 

Besides this, this was Biel's second offence of the same kind, having headed a former 
. rebellion in 1869-70, in which he had done ranch injury to life and property; and caused 
Sba brutal, cold-blooded and unnecessary murder of Thomas Scott, foif whom the 
Bon. Mr. Blake had great sympathy, and asked that a reward of (6,000 be granted to 
apprehend Biel, when ha moved in the Ontario Legislature where he had a seat, on the 
B*d of February, 1871j ■ . ' 

“ That the cold-blooded murder (for his outspoken loyalty to the Queen) cf 
Thomas Scott, lately a resident of this Province, and an emigrant thence to the Nortfc- 
W««i, has impressed this'House with a fooling of sorrow and indignation, and in thd 
ejpiftion of thie House, every effort ahould be made to bring to trial the perpretratora of 
t&te gtoat crime, who so yet go uawhipt of justice.® 

: , ; |ji8 mottra? may; have been then Ixmest, but they have very much changed 

Whan we recall bla speech and vote in the Commons on the Biel question, we also find his 
ItottteMnte, for whom he and the party are responsible, sympathising with and eon* 
,@»M 5 $Siting his Rouge Hationalist meads in Quebec, upon victories won at the polle 

, prates-" Bieiery/’ 

- •• After the election ia‘CkOmbly, Mr. Pmfontaine, the Rielite candidate, received 
the'following telegram, congratulating him uponhissnccesa: 

“ Tobosto, 30th July, 1808. 

• **1. yLiberals of Toronto congratulate you on y oar splendid victory. ■ Welcome to 

■*?*!** -Ulw*. 

; This Mr. Prefontaine, moreover, is no less a personage than the President of tha 
, Jkwiiaioa Young Men’s Liberal Association. 

?. Sot, then again, what did the leader of the Liberal Party in Ontario do when the 
. intelligence was received of the defeat of the Boss Government? He cent the following 
Significant dispatch to Hen. Mr. Merder in Montreal. 

, , & To ikt Mon. H. Merrier, ZS.P.P., 83 Sari Street : 

“ PaswAKOtnasSs^ Oat, October 16—Have just received here the joyful news ' 
_ ar great trim»ph., l coagratul8ts you and all our friends on your important victory; 
y vocr Premiership' be along cue ana fall of advantage to your province and the 
* , sM ofhoharito youraeM . 

°0. Mowat, Prime MiiusterofOnUrln. 0 
Moreover, Biel incited and aroused tha wild Indians, a crime the most heiaoua 
Wyea "of "©very .'(Sviijg&I c&mtry, to a “war of extermination,” as he himself, called 
iftj^^meS^ingahci bubfasbtng bur fellow-countrymen without mercy. 1 will recall 
to ybur m^ bt fa ff ibat'3faadfal tragedy at Frog Lnke, and give the following swnmaiy 
esecUntcf that sad svant, as furnished by Father Legofi; a missionary in. theHcrth- 
^TesisineolSS®, who a i the time of the outbreak was stationed in the vfcfaity ofthat 
/gijaee, be ; Mdd; 




“The trngedy oficured op the'mbhrtng'of Good Frldayh^the da^ “bfifiiNb 
r Miserable Man and Wandering Spirit had received word 


Lake, where the police updor 


iring Spirit had received word 

wCrpiier. Wth Prince, Albert,, ..... 

ye, men, Thj$.spent thfl tUttW; IfoWJH 


mmm 


the li>nd-parcelledamong the lifefia ; pad (be, Jndiw..,-, ,, .. 
themsolv’os during'tlie night, and before daylight one hundred and n 
paint,entered the little'.luunlet at I>og h»)f-e. F 
of the inhabitants. Father Farfardi .whp, "ffith h 
tohold tlie usual Gopd .Friday peryicc^n the 11 
in the morning, by one of the savages,.who; 

whip, which blackened,his eye. Thp -priet , . .. , . 

began the serviced The, prees crowded lit with their guns, ip, their, ban 
evidently made up their minds to massacre the whites. Tho^ became ex' 
and Father Farfard stood up and begged them at any rate to respect- 
his appeal only rendered thorn mote insolent. Ho kgaift besought th 
vice proceed, but they kept up-aterriftiedin throughout. •After the service', tl 
including the priest, went to Delaney's .house for breakfast; but the Indianksi 
ed them to set out for tlieit.yamp, jvhicji was^about a,mile off ,9a th e 'l)».kp*h. 
two priests led tlie^ way, brevigry in hapd, well knowing that they were injai 
depth. Quinn, tho'Thdfari agent,W’ho was in the rear, refh'sed' to. follow; ,Pti 
shot dead. Thereupon Wondering Spirit gave the word to slaughter filPhadd 

minded at Johnny !' 
bad hastened; back; 


according to the Catholic rite". A shower of bullets, hdwever,put an end to I 
Bufferings, and the priest-whO- was kneeling- hvOrhini? Tdll ana-tally wdunded 
aide!. An lndian whom hehad always befriended-rushed upaBd-ffmshedhinn 


haside him. Almost at the same instant, the man, Willis Craft, ahWbrSt! 
on the. top of a hillock a few yards away; and then. GiUchjiBt, GoW*»l6ch’ 
and Dill, the trader, wore butchered- Gowanlock hadobeonslaughterefk about; 

Delaney and Father Fafard were disposed of. Father Legon sotne' time aTtert 
cevi3rea the priests’ brevaries and also their crosses. The crosses and brevai 
Btained in blood.- The bodies of the victims were stripped. . The-Indians-then 
little library attached to the priests! house, first tearing many oftheir-booksh 
They than entered the church, broke open the altar, and taking out the Host s m 
ft on the altar platform. Having gutted the church they fired ltiilso and h^ld iif 
sfooEt'the'burning'pile. All the other buildings in thd‘setM^eh^Ffth' ; t'Jie‘b™ft 
the Hudson Bay store, were also set on fire; and^teaviSjHhe be&i&'ttf thei^VPewi 
buried, thelndinns-carried off. the two white Women mid-Mr., Gameron j icw»»? JSSssSSto 

•^ay i ftore,andh£ida^gWk t1 ®^” - 

Hero is a letter of Bieisproduped at,tlie|rial»w))j^ apeifdts.fer 1 itf^]fi.,|^^>, : 
•To Majok Crosier, Commandant of thel’plice Force akps^riton ^^l Battie^ird^^^e^,' 


. “ip case oi non-acceptance, we lpjend to attack you, wnen to-morrow, tnarwHaira 
Day,'is'over ;‘ aliS*'to Jsbnrtnehfee 'without delay « tear of extermination upon sft-.fejgae 
who have showjrthe»^solvefflK 5 e{iterto-oec right& ha* i ui !»1:-I v tf. 

. .-."Megsra.Chartoa.andMaxime -Lepinc. ara,tte,gentfompawitlrwhom,,®^&aJ 
Lave to treat.' ' — ■ '‘-lGCiS'TjAYIP’ 

'■Itbk Farentenp,. Ctoumdji ' , i)oihij$1Io8S.'" A ' 


















To this I may be permitted to add the words of Sir . Alexander Campbell while 
tnu>I^JwHU)lhi#,p»f*,«<^l’ecpi)<J«ct! * 

Ja *f f.BtitiFAB uriSirtfiiftf diftWro' fednld be'cytfdited tdthe p.riBpner to rod.reBa poUtlcrf' 
Wrap* fetra 1$ t a!riiiiSd’ibfw11toh, , 1* ; W.ould'at least hayd bepn necesSdiy tb. aisjpwye 
the charge which, lies against him, that iiidiis own mind the claims ofhumanity had 
i^j^lSC’^dt thit-’hfe‘‘w'wj jSfrfebaiwd to catbry Out ^W desigha ,by bringing upon, van, 
'peopldaU'thA hoViow of tin Indiati rising'with the outrages and astrocitiea 
'which,>as he knew fifth well, ipu^t inevitably accompany, it That., this cannot be 
'SMrtivedfbut ; that tt is beybnd'klldjtebate trtte, the evidence makes plain. 

^ the l begWddh^-evbh before Bdck : Lake, bb Was found in company with 

IWTiafxt hfrthi!d,. atid to the etidh'e ivddSd himself of their assistance. 

♦s' «* fh that ehgiigemmK'tbb'Srat «tti#ibn‘df bloedBhbd; according to the evidence pf 
the witnesses, Aatloy, Rosa,* 1 and w Wfltiitni Tomkins, the Indiana composed a large 
portion of his fbrce^-oh»sthfaBdy or thereabouts. 

,jn. Jjf ,,* lotter.fonBd inithe^ampiOfEoundmaber, an Indian Chief, in the prisoner's 


given us. Capture "all the police you. jtossibly 
Tajp9;F«rt; Battlo, but save the provisions, munitions and arms. Send a detachment to i 
of at.i&£me : hyhdred men",- 1 • .... 

4**'-'* /Ih* r a’draft 1 letter, also' in diiS handwriting, and proved at the trial, addressed to 
tboJijujpckand English M4tis l frpm Battle Eiver to.Fort Pitt, the following expressions 

mSIma,*-!- 

“ Wo will help you to take Fort Battle and Fort Pitt. * ■ * * TVy ami 



a ammunition you can, in whatever stores they may be. Murmur, growl and 
Eptw up die Indian*.” , ■■■.-, ' i -i 

' * J will give a letter addressed by* Ponbdmaker and otbers.to Bouis Riel, dated 
'JjLpydk ifips/lt iwiids afl'faftdWs,:., 

dot twolivant tpbear news of the progress of God’s work. If any event has occurred 
libur measengera camp Wwa^.’lOT me know of it Tell the the date when the 
Americans will reach thd'Cana'didri Pacific 1 Railway. Tell me all the nows that you 
have heard from all places where your work isdn progress. Big Bear hasifinishfed his 
wor^l bobas taken Fort Pitt., ‘ Ifyou wantmo'to come to you let mo know at once,* 
T^a^and.I sent for him.atpnpe., I will be four days on the road. Those who have 
gang him will sleep twice op tjie road. .- They took twenty prisoners, ineiudioa 
to master. olFort Pith They killed eleven men, including the agent, two priests ana 
six white men. We are camped on the creek just below Cut Knife Hill, waiting for 

S g.Itear, .The Blackfeet bays killed.sixly pofiee, at the Elbow. A half-breed who 
iiSrraeted' fob ‘ the police, havang fiiirvived the fight, though wounded, brought this 
Here 5 We hkTC Rilled six White men. We have not taken the bariraeks yety but 
that is the only entire Building in Battleford. All the cattle and horses rn-tho vicinity 
We.,haw logt.<W tsan, a-Nes Pere4, killed, he being-alone^and one 
Wnundod. Some soldiers, npve come from Swift Current, but I don’t £n<}w, tlieir number. 
dkSrtlCSrt.-*w *ha a *t#aa sorts, butRmmunition for them is short. If it be 


phav&jieto' guns and "rides dialr sorts, butRmmumtion for them is short. If it be 
„sKb»j Sen'dtis arnn5hnitfi(imef s variobS:lrindi. Weafe Vehk onlyfor the Want'of that, 
fou sent word that yon would come to Blattleford when you had finished'yonr work-afi 
‘ “ske. (We waitstillfory;oq t .afl,.we'arp, unable to take the fort without help. If 
ifus»sW$,!86da bn^.otoe'm^st!n@0r., iVe axe iippauent.to reach ypu., It would, 
'dk vdwt wot* pi or a.!hearf4ly^.„Xfp to. the present 

bhsgpne, WelLwitn w, bicit.' Wd.ara.constahtly.'expectanfuthe.BoIdieTa to visit 
tMf W W.pnS tophi in; the future.as J^e liau^eeh in the 

'-i■: 

■bd® 1 . - / ';* ■' 1 • %:' " ‘ ..' , ... -.« i'Qd’rixdwrwav-iVXS,. 

ft ‘‘Df r^xs, f 7 -t' ’ ■ 

.. “.EftiH'n'AY^w.A.v-is, 

■ad v:-i - , ■ - •'< •; ypto-y.«*-®nBw.”-. . 
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McKay, another witness, alao said: 

“ lie, Biel, became very excited and laid: ' Ton don't know What Wo are MK 1 
If Is blood! blood t We want blood I It it a vxsr of exteminoMon. ByerrbadfMH4 
is against ns is to be driven out of the country. There were two corses in the oaHnfar 
the Government and the Hudson Bay Company.' , , sKjLb 

" Q. Yes ?— A. He turned to me and said I vns a traitor to his Cfovet qiflggjjfc 
That 1^ was a speculator and a scoundrel and robbot and thief; and I don^jp jM jy 

“Q. He used very violent language to you T—A. Yea. He finally 
blood, and the first blood they wanted was mine. , There were some little |oi*bMM^Kj' 
table, and be got bold of a spoon and aald: * Yon havivno, blood, you are e-wwHnt 
your people; your blood is frown, and all.tbo littte blood yph^nve will be thereBeHy 
minutes,' putting tho spoon up to my face and pointing to ft” • rtiir 

Same witness said as to Nolin and Boyer when they’ mlhsed to take up aragi&ieug 
“Q. What waa the chief event of that day as far as' yon can remetobtf4y?“>JP* 
Ho was giving orders to go -and take William Boyer and Charles Kolin prisoner*^ fewtii 
“Q. Did you hear him say why they wore to be taken prisoner?—A. ImfihjK 
they would not take up arms. ':£• * 

“ Q. Did he say anything about because they bad been movers up to thtlmMjV 
—A. Because they had been movers, and bad left it at the time of taking up aftSW^ 0 )!' 

“Q. Waa Nolin tried?—A. About his trial I cannot say exactly, I heafj£/M$$ 
saying he ought to be shot or that they should shoot him. .7 

“ Q. You understood Nolin and Boyer were to be shot?—A. Yes, both fltMsiK 
" Q. And because they would not join the movement in taking up arijjjypi 
In not taking up arms." • %'%&.*'' •. 

But I will go farther, and quote what the Globe said on the 4th August* Wi&wotf 
“The trial for which Riel ha* been convicted is one Of the most 
ean he imagined. It has cost the lives of two hundred Canadians, and has (SPa wmsSSk 
cruel maiming and crippling of probably twice that number. Had his efforte W&f&r&t ’ 
an Indian rising been more successful, the white resident* in the Nort-West w SjPW fc. 


capable or, ana wnat atrociues tin., wonia probably commit when tbeir sav 
was thoroughly excited. The Free Prm is right in declaring that nothing of w 
half-breeds had to complain could justify Biel’s conduct, and that the crime 
be was convicted is perhaps the most heinous that could be conceived. No 
has read the evidence can donbt that Biol richly deserve* death." 

On March 26th, 1863, the Globe laid: u t&i 

" If such crimes as are reputed hove been committed, it will perhaps be 
necessary that the leaders, at least, should be punished. - But what is to be d 






who have committed so many grave offences. Shall we again have a >.■>5ice set 
head?* 

You will remember I have already given you in that important document 
in the Propaganda of the faith that Biel had sent messages to the poor sa 
the prairie, A* . ' : t 

Wb will give further the statement of the Be reread Mr. Qninney, a Miaste@tesy> 
of the Church of England, stationed at Onion Lake. This reverend 
report was published in the Canadian Mummery, and is in tho Sessional 
1888, vol. XIX, No. 4: > ■ i 

“As regards the late uprising I have no hesitatlcnin say lag, that I thdiwMjHjl r 
believe the Indians Would never have rebelled but ibr hnlf-breeds inflaenceajjjgSisj 
through Biel. Several times last winter the chief of Ottich Lake Wld me of Bijf|||||j| 
visit to Biel; how he was taken into a iargeupper room.jtrandly famished, gra r |Spa£ 
invited to tdt d wn to table with the latter. When the Indian expressed 
aaid: ‘Yes, my brother, this is a nice house, these are hied things, and I h*vwlKH9$ 
to eat, but, if y >u do a* I tell you, you will bavo a grander house, better thift|iplH|- 
plenty to eat 1 am poor, but you will be rich. They call you chief now, butif|ppw 
nothing. By sad by you will be « chief in reality, usd what I say to you I aas'feSg 
ay-brother chiefs, and I want you to tell them my words when you go bock.' xS£kSk 
got Big Bear to sign a paper, promising to obey all future orders Biel should, 


n 


to help him in his contemplated fight with the white man. Qnr chief said he aMt> 
signed the. same paper, which Riel sent ronnd by Rig Bear to all the chiefs. Big Bear 
wild, whilst we were in hia camp, that tie was acting under Riel's orders when ho killed 
the white men.’* 

To this I may add the resolution passed by the North-West Council, which readb 
an follows: 

" Whereas public meetings have been held Jn certain portions ot the Dominion at 
which it was sought to condemn the Dominion Government Cor allowing the scntoncb 
of the court to be carried into effect in the case of Louis Riel, who bad stirred up rebel* 
lion amon g the half-breeds and Indians in these Territories, and who, after a fair and 
impartial trial by a. competent tribunal was convicted of high treason ; 

“ And, whereas, the peace, progress and prosperity of these Territories would hr.vs 
been jeopardised and a feeling of insecurity would have boon cinSed. among the aetilem 
had the man, twice guilty of rebellion, and who had not shrunk from the terriblh 
responsibility of exciting the half-breeds and Indians to armod insurrection been per¬ 
mitted to escape the Just penally of his misdeeds; 

“ And, whereas, a fair, firm and impartial administration of the law must bo had 
if the laws of our country are to be respected by ail classes irrespective of nationality! 

- “ This Council desires to place on record its endorsement, of the action of the 
Dominion Government in allowing the sentence of tho court on Louis Riel to be carried 
into tfflfect.’’ 

, ^1 will close this array of evident* against charge No. 3 by giving an extract frotw 
3tr. Justice Richardson’s address when pronouncing the sentence on Riol. 

“ You have been found guilty of high treason, you have been proved to have let 
loose tbs. flood-gates of rapine and bloodshed; you have, with such assistance as yotf 
had'In the Saskatchewan country, managed to arouse the Indians, and have brought 
ruin and,misery to many families, whom, if yon hod simply, loft ulone, were in comfort^ 
and'many of them on the road to affluence. 

Now, I will only ask, if with all this evidence, pould Riel be treated aa a political 
tSSender 1 ? Could he be otherwise treated than c man whoso own selfish end had 
prompted him to cause so much bloodshed. No unbiased mind can say b it that bp 
deserved the punishment he received. ... 

The fourth and last charge that- Mr. Blake, Mr. Laurier and their friends madk 
against tho Government in connection with this poor man is, that ho was of unsound 
mind' and ought therefore to receive Her Majesty’s royal clemency. I cannot see how 
this cam for a moment be entertained. Medical teotimony of th? highest order wap 
given at the court as to his sanity; and to satisfy the Government more fully on that ^ 
poiatpbasidea the gratification it ought to give the public, as the press of a certain. 
ciaAa had raised the question of insanity, the Government sent three medical experts of 
<tndoubted ability to examine him a few days before his execution. Moreover, JD 
ejearjy tyts'he proved to be sane and responsible for his acts, that his counsel In tho 
Superior CourtIn Manitoba, and at, the^ Privy Council in England, abandoned entirley 
tSte «3kk of insanity. I have, under every charge, given proofs that ought to be satisfasK 
♦cry to the most biased, and this, to my mind is as conclusive as any, establishing, 
^eyofid’w-'doubt that the Government could not possibly entertain that claim. I will 
give the.medical testimony at the trial."Dr, Daniel Clarke, Superintendent of the 
■ Medical Asylum at Toronto, who was brought there by the prisoner's own counsel, mid 
i® ftfegjeef to the question: 

“C, Do yon consider from the knowledge which you now have of this individual 
tStai fit'-She time the events detailed by the witnesses here took place, that is to say, fa 
BSarefetAprll and May last, that he was laboring under such a defect of reason from 
dlsaasbol the mind, that he did not know that what he was doing was wrong ?—A. } 
did know; 1 think be was quite capable of distinguishing right from wronfv 

H Q, You cannot say that it is not fraud ? A. I cannot ■ 

; And there is nothing here to show you, in the state of his intellect, that Bp 

teftf ite& abte to distinguish betwees right and wrenj, and know the quality of the »W(t 
rybieb l» was committing? A, No, I Bay that I think that he knows what right 
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from Wrong, subject to hisdelustofts; Bat, mi ml you, 1 rant to add to that, tllftiitMtaOO 
of the lnsano know rigbt from Wrong”.! >. jtilqewKM 

Then, Dr. JamCsM. Wallace, Medical Superintendent of tho Insane 
Hamilton, who was brought,fboro by tjie,Crown, saicj when asked: ^ 

" Have you beon listening to tho ovtJonce in this caso ? A. "i’es. o&il w, 

“ Have you examined or bad an opportunity of seeing tho prisoner? 
liun for about halfan hpfir; that 1 is', alone, not in court. • ' vr •■.gr. 

“ And yon’ have bdbn/hhte during tho-—? A.' During the sitting of tmisMa* 
Have you forrtted an Opinion of his mental, responsibility, of his gpimW^dl! 
ihtianity? A. I havo BO'far as rrty ti.mo and opportunities, enabled mo to doj& ffi?" n . 

, VQ. Whatta'thit'opinion? A. t have not diseoVemd any insanity aaSBaBH*; 
ilo'indication of insanity. ' ,>.i« 

“ What would.you say then in view of tho evidence and your cxamhij&i&lf&L 
ho ofsouhd mind or is he not? A. I think ho is of sound mind. 1 •' * 

" Q. And capable of distinguising right from wrong? A. ’ I tlxiiik so. 

" Q. And know the nature and quality of any act Which he would oompifFnSr' 
Very aentoly.” • 

• f r lk k yli,d 4* 

The Globe of tho 22nd Octobor, 1885, says as to his insanity : m 

“ As to the prisoner’s guilt of the highest crime that can be laid to a 
there has been no shadow of doubt since his letter to Foundmaker was prod ace®™ Wot 
an te his sanity has there been any donbt since the jury having heard thd'*&£{3rt' ’ 
evidence, decided that Riel was responsible.” 

I will give an extract from Dr. Howard, tho Medical Superintendent of ,* lunatic 
asylum in Quebec,who well knew Louis Riel. It is from a letter dated the 
’ <xi, to Mr. Curran, the member for Montreal centre. I may explain that ho TjAftj0|sl^ 
tc go and givo evidence at the trial of Riel to show that ho was insane, but dl|o&«S.* 
The reason will be apparent from this extract: " , • 

“I think it well to say,however, that in my opinion, my presence at i fi ii t ri al 
could not pcHribly havo done Riel any good. You know my views on the 
responsibility. But when it came to the legal test, I should have been obligwpWiSJ« 
that Riel was as responsible for his acts as any other criminal man. ' 

" Yours sincerely,, ijfif C' 

“Hshby Howard, . ...n 

“ Medical Superintendent, Asylum St. Jean doIjilfB. fym 

Then again, Dr. V. X. Perrault, the attending physician in Longer 
Asylum where Riel was fora brief period detained,-testified: * - 

’ “I, the undersigned, physician of the asylum of St Jian de Dieu, e® 

fow days after tho entrance of Louis Riel into this asylum I perceived tha 
insanity was simulated. The exaggeration of bis acts was such and so mu 
what wo generally remark in subjects affected with real insanity, that With a. 
accustomed to treat Buch cases, there would he no room for doubt. Upon 
observation to him that I was not to be taken for hiS dupe; he confessed to 
that he was shamming tho insanity. And the evidence that I was right in m 
a»d that his confession was really sincere is, that on all occasions; and they wswraipraj- 
riiave been alone conversing with him, ho has always talked in a manner 
lucid and sane upon all and every subject with'which he has entertained 

”F. X. Pereacw. M.D.; 

" Asylutaof Loiigu^®^^^^ 

The certificate of Dr Brunelle, who had known Riel in Montreal as we$i|Spjlts • 
United States, is just as convincing.. That welt physiciantestified' 

•• “I, the undersigned, certify that during the time'Louis -Etel Vras cCsSfipSi. 
Beauport and afterwards, that I had known him particularly hotlf in MontrenHMhfiB|i} 
United States, -and- during the timeheWas confined at Be an port and 
been able to ascertain on divers occasions, that outside the expentridtie8.m : luiHM^mr^ 
which were little to,be noticed, J» was perfectly lurid in bis mind snd : «meririipHsiSlv 
leefc, and spoke .absolutely well on all .subjects: when ho was'not. observed. 

.moreover, that in my presence the said Louis Biel has been Simulating tnmnni%lf iMtpy 























































reasonably have come to any other oondusion than tiis verdict of guilty) tfegfenfetotiW.'-. 
■only evidence to support the verdict, bat it vastly preponderates.* .' 

And again he said; \ ' 

"J, think the evidence upon the question ctf insanity shows that the tafrjjjMfritftfrh 
$now that he was acting illegally, and that he was reoponslble for his acts.* . j r i .> 
Mr. Justice Taylor saye: ! 

. “ After a critical examination of the evidence, 1 find it impossibly to 
other conclusion than that at which the jury did. Tho appellent is beyond bftaraKrefc/ 
man of inordinate vanity, excitable, irritable, &nd impatient of contra4i^iwfr»'-®| • v 


ugiops ana political subjects. Bat it a l stops for snort of establishing at 
peso of misa t» would render him irres^nmbls and not accountable for his 
'Course of. conduct indeed shows in many- ways, that tho whole ofth 
■extraordinary conduct, his claims to Divine inspiration and prophetic c 
only a fart of a commonly devised schema tognlp and hold mnusnee and j 
sfiaple-nilihded people yfound him, and to secure fariional immunity in ti 
evCrbclnghalleatoacoduntiorhioftcts. He seems to have had in view, v 
lag to champion the cause of too Metis, the sectiring of pecuniary ad’ antajj 
Mr, Justice.Killam, who before hia appointment to the Bench, was a 
-memberof the Reform party, pa**'.: 


" Tho argument for the. inanity ofth* prisoner is based to a certain fcvfll® 
idea that he was is such n slate of mind, that b* did not know that the 
Committing Were wrong; that ha fancied himself inspired of heaven, add 
the direction of heaven, and in holy cause. It would be exceediiigly danjjSjw! 
mit the validity of such an argument for adjudging an accused parson inawre, 
tsrly where the offence charged is of such a nature as that of -vhich thW'jjjSf 
Convicted. A man who leads an armed insurrection does so from a deaird reJ 
rapine, robbery, or for personal gain or advantages of some kind, or he doftH.I 


vp i'«Tojr>’ r ''’ 
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the law of God permits, nay, even calls upon him, to do so, and to ivdjudgo i 
«b that ground, would be to open the door to an acquittal in every case in w)«k.*'9«¥ 
with an nonest belief in his wrongs, end that they were sufficiently greviou»toWai&»e|,. 
any means to secure their redrew, should take up arms against th ) constit9M3'SinyK|*r 
Ities of the land. His action was exceedingly rash and foolhardy, but he reasdrexlMje 1 
be could achieve a sufficient success to extort something from the GbveraraaaS ^jj f l ljl p 
for himself or his followers. His actions were based on reasom and nd&a&lilfjfifif;, 
delusion.” , v • .!■ f 

In the rendering of the judgment in England on the Riel matter, ons of 
•ofabe Privy Council said: ’ ‘V. . ' ’ . . 

" Tbs jury before whom thie prisoner was tried, negatived that defeawfi^ial^ g . ; 
and no argument has been presented to their Lordehipa to show that that - 

otherwise than correct" • v,K T ' . 

Sir A. Campbell says In his report as to Riel's mental state as follow## 

9 Finally, under this head, as regards the mental state of the piigoa e?,, 
trial and before execution, careful enquiry was made into this question. 
ports employed confidentially by the-Government for that purpose, and 
elicited Snowing any changein his mental powers or casting any doubt ' 

know ledge of his crime, or justifying the idea that he had not such meatot$®|S5$8^|s#' ! 
to know the nature and quality of the act for which be was convicted, as . 

thsaSt was wrong, and as to be able to control his qwn conduct* . Jsuif 

The Gtote on the 6th July, 1885,Said i 'V Sll• 

“ If, as scone say, he is insane, there is much method in his aaadnatta .-pftjlSfiSfcr ~- 
<defooca than ha has folly outlined it would be impossible for his lawyer 

The same paper said on the 25th July, 188$ i ' r 1 h 

9 Although this document (Rial's diary) is an Interesting one, it 


ty plo& Very much the reverse. If all who are mentally astray, 
indicate that Riel is, were shut up in one asyiuavwe shoal# 
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« ^fhfaflalafeea the different beads under which 1 put the ehaifes mad* against 1 
fluTfaevernment, and I have Sot a word to My exespt to uk an intaUifeant and unbiased ' 
public to weigh them ear®fully and uk tbemacltm the ituen why, in the law oi suah 
overwhelming and convincing evidence against Biel, sueh a ory u thto ie raised 
•bout him* The answer is obvious, and it is bemrase there is no ground foe, the 
eostmattao, that I have taken the liberty of placing before yon this lengthy collection of 
evidence upon the subject Hear the beginning of this address I said that Mr. Blake 
aadtrtefrtoads were ready to n* this Riel qeestion whatever fate befell this poor man. 
If the Government had eommutedhte sentence to imprisonment for life, the cry would 
here been " Sir John Macdonald, tree to his record, has again violated every tree 
principle of fair play to carve the Blue* of Quebec;" but Biol having been hangid, tha 
tm^:is changed, and they say, M Sir John has done this to appease tha wrath, of tha 
Orangeman and avenge the destoof Scott” 

Reed the following, iainswar to the cry of Orange influence to hare Biel executed i 
apnea or Cormoira, Tuebday, 18th November, 1380. 

Mr. Tavlob asked1st Wen any, and how many. petitions lent by Orange 
Lodges to the Government praying that the sentence ef death passed upon Louis Biel 
for high treason he not commuted; end, if any, from what lodge and where situate,. 
Bmh Wees any, and how many, copies of resolution sent to the Government, passed by 
either the Grand Orange Lodge, district county or private lodge to the samo offset; and, 
ifany-bywhst lodge and where were they located. 

JHpn, Mr. Chapleatj.— There have bean no petitions sent by the Orange Lodge to 
the Government There haVe beta no copies of resolution sent to the Government, 
passed by either the Grand Orange Lodge, or by district or comity lodge, to the same 
ewlat The only'things which have come to the department over which I preside' art 
a letter from a member of Parliament transmitting certain representations from an 
Orange Lodge, two petitions from the Northeast transmitted by Nicholas Flood Devin, 
end n privaie letter from a person namad Charles! O’Hara, of Cranbourn, Quebec, which 
l lay before the House. 


This completely refutes any charge of Orange influence, 
i I will give a few extracts from Reform papers, to show hew they , endeavored to 
trim their sails to take advantage of the wind moat favorable to their course, and I will: 
commence with the Globe. It said.befote the executiod 

“ The French Blues yule &r John’s aciiohe to! a greater extent than is'generally 
suppoeod. They are jealous of the progress, wealth and importance of well-governed 

Ottfarlti," , : 

After the execution, the same paper Said 

* The greatest enemies of Ontario have never been the French Blues,'though 
thjpy have often baen so represented.” 

• ; ThhTort Hppe^ Guide, a,’ Reform paper, said before the execution of Riel : ■ 

, “It has come to a pretty pass indeed, when a red-handed rebel can thus snap hi* 
ilJjjtafBtHie law.” 

The same paper said after the execution: 

“ ft has Come to a pretty pass indeed, that in the noontide glare of this nineteenth 
eentory, pohSteal offenders muat suffer death. jf they dare to assert their just rights.” 

' TheBrabdon Sun, another Reform pSper, aaid befora toe execution: 

” "fefal hits been found Worthy ofdcratoby the'courts and highest tribunate in th*> 
land; and yet the Government, for base purposes, intervene amipreveht tho justexeco- 
{fan o? penalties prescribed1 by laws wf their own making." 

• ;i '--ThBoamepaper said after tbs execution: 

^Xrri hoWithewhblosalsKaiislngbf Her Majesty's subjects who wereptovofced 
Sato tfaStilitlea by toe horrible mifi-raanagsment and neglect of those entrusted and 
uvternto guard their Uvas and property and interests, will close the terrible drama." 

' 'Tlfe Ottawa FVw Prta, a Reform paper, said before the execution, Ond you kaauf 

Srowfar it gees for the party: .- 

Lewie Rial knew well thaifatore of the fadfan, and that trithtltem the us^ea 


of jrarjW&flBiXftVQltiws in civilised eyes, Wtjea ,iiioL :co»mRtred wilh'., 
oaw?ttr.^bo,«ft_te^ji»f raj^ao and nwpor, «vpd ,j(»r ( ,,t^»t,oao^ee 


woo^w. ^ i' « ^ ••*%•"....r»' 

* 1 pe Ir after ith'6 e^ecWtiort'flata: J 1 ’ *. r 

" “ Tfie Execution of iritis Rfel, Mjit&'Mk* plice %far , iddtttft$ 1 Wt 
aftivettBtkttfdyiichlii^ 1 '" ‘ ''’.j! 

'Th^BrivinbOrtlano; another irnjjOTtahtilUfrimpuper.’Safid-befoifed 







“ Not only as a' traitri toOanada 1 and hSfc inStUullOHB, thMdtnd(d«C 
bufcns ttmdeadiy deciivor of an ignorant -though-brere community? Loufefi 
the penalty affixed'to hisofFencerythiai penalty ia death-” 1 ■ W 

■ -,, Aitorthe execution, Uie aaiuopapBE said:... . : :. %;*.<”’ 

,‘f yes,tried,«jmipent jurists claimed that ths’CQortwas ppmjx * 
put on trial for treason, not a capital offence for the.paat .fifty yoart.' 
guilty, andthejurywltha knowledge of tha circninstancea ofth© case < 
bility of the Govermr.i.r't added to their verdict h idoomMOndattou for m 
commendation practically meant that in the judgmentnfthat jury, the d 
justifled-to the extent th-it a life; sontencefnd Jw>t capital punishment si 
posed.” , 

Again the Port Hope Guidr said before the exocuticffi, to put down; 3 
acdfeVor‘the ; Ontario Grits:' „ 

i “ If the rebel' leader is not hanged, it will be because Sir John ] ,.. 
not go in opposition to the Frenchmen of Quebec.” atUJJW&& 

After the execution, to court the French JfilubB: • .• 

“.Wp are firmly offho opinion that the consideration of whether 
wrops, (di4 not. actuate the policy of the Government, but becauao they, J"’ 
thing hod,to bo done, to weld the rank,and file of theirTonowera, to' the. 
ppliUeal brainch of the Orange'order” , . - ; 

To-come nearer homo, the Glengarry Jteriruv no.w- extinct, but, 
dealing otlt the bitterest prison to Sir 'John and his followers, editorially « ~ , 

, of May 29th, 1885: V" 

.. “ There is aieeling abroad that Justice will miscarry oh the Bldl 
the profesriohAl’-fomentor of rebelKonwiltbe a second time tinder tJSBjOTfflgSspoio 
Pre»mer,nnder pressure of hiaFrenthjsnpporters.'. , 

“ He has rendered desolate many a Canadian home.,end,he baa ,*W 
horrible aatrocitios, therefore, it.is that Canadian public opinion demands ^ 
justice decrees in humanity commands it, and public policy ordains it. 'y 
“ The trial has been hdd with commendable promptness, yOt hot with t„. „ 
the counsel for the prisoner were able men who ably conducted the oife nc?^* *;'”^ 
duction of evidence favorable to Kiol -was : aCcoMedj tur impartial jitry .r™ 
upon the case/ There was an entire absence of ajmsal to bigotry, pnrindi 
sentiment, in a word British judgment prevailed, ; and^tim acons«x h»»5l( 
guilty oftreabon.. The evidence : of guilt ■mm overwhelming i. 
serious attempt made to coinbat the testimony^producedopJ»bm* M 

the only plea entered for the prisoner was th'at ofihsanity. ujponttus w UK] 

■of the experts were contradictory, but the weight of opinions inclined to m 
that view the jury had taken; ' . ’ , V. ' . 1 , 

; “The Government willdoubtless receive anumbft?ofpehtionsforl 
will probably be asked for the appointment of $t<sshmiSelea of experts ti 
sanity, but in view of ths proceedings si the trial, .there canbebutone Ct. 
prfolio mind»namely, tliat the venBct is.in strishacpo^lanqe iy»th,tho t 
thatjustipehas’pm.vaileft” ed*^ 

But to-day some of the men who not only inspired ttoiabbve, fc»V 
it, are stumping Glengarry for the Ksformcsadjdato intSdb!COUnty»l 
whispers thatHipl was hanged because he was French* «jn^ 

: The'Abbveare'a fewextmots.oftha hoiMiBada-iwhi&souidbO; ohfr® 
preas'of tHJ ^tfSirlh iW«ci»hee<ii!ryt*«t-'I : i 4 

inaincority snd transparency of their uttoranaas,, Thsy ware .l>riiiid,.rBJ^i^?^ 
be against the Government . . 

; v; .The Cabinet of=8ir Jdm .•Mhodoaft^ii&'MnpWkA.'ot' g»otl«meil£« 




'Mid 


'jKld 




honor, integrity and ability. Tho very height of their ambition is to preserve those 
qualities in the most scrupulous manner, and to see to tho administration oflaws for tho 
' " safety and equal government ” of the people of Canada. It is composod of seven 
Protestants and six Catholics; the largest representation of Catholics ever in tho Cabinet 
of Canada, throe of whom ate French; and I ask if any reasonable man can behove that 
Orango influence had the slightest effect upon their minds, if it wore used at all, and I 
say to tho credit of tho Orangemen, there is no evidonco to show that it was. I say, 
if it were used, those six gentlemen, as the representatives of tho Catholic body, would 
never havo consented to tho execution of Riel because of that influence, or bocauso ho 
was a Catholic and a Frenchman, but would rathor have retired from tho important 
• positions which they occupy. The thing is too absurd, and unworthy of tho consideration 
of any intelligent porson, unless lie has an object in thinking and preaching differently. 

The supremacy of tho law must be maintained, equal justices must bo “ adminis- 
istored to all,” irrespective of ereodor nationality, knowing no distinction between “ tho 
king and the beggar,” if we want to live in a well governed country. 

.It is therefore our duty to preserve that spirit of justice us lovers of our country, 
and when, we find our Government assailed as it lias been in this case; its leader. Sir 
John Macdonald and liis Froncli associates burnt in effigy, giving them the epithets o 
'hangmen, and otherwise abused, it will stir up and arouse to duty overv true Can¬ 
adian in whose breast beats that love of home and country, that is characteristic of 
those. noble races from which we all sprung. These are tho motives that prompt me 
"to address you at such length, and I offer them, therefore, as my apology. 

Before concluding I may be pardoned if I refer to the Riel question in our own 
county, for I am aware that it is secretly usqd by the candidate and hiB friends 
as a most important weapon to prejudice the electors of one nationality, while it dare 
not be mentioned to another. This is unfair and unmanly. 

Him they reok to slay with poison 
Whom they dare not face with sMel. 

Let the question be discussed openly,op a public platform, and he who fears to 
to do so does not deserve to be heard in segret. The truth does not require the aid 
of darkness and justice demands fair and open discussion. 

I am, your most obedient and humble servant, 

DONALD McMILLAN. 

Alexandria, 14th January,.1887. 

P.S.—The necessity of giving extracts and.proofs so largely occurred in conversa¬ 
tion with many people and addressing meetings on the Riel subject. Hence the reason 
no more original matter is given in many places than is absolutely necessary to con- 
nect'the testimony adduced, and make it readable.—I >. McM. 



